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We are very pleased to acknowledge that 2018 represented a year of growth and consolidation for Psychology, Community & Health (PCH) . Last year we have received submissions from research conducted across 13 different countries from 4 continents (Europe, America, Asia and Africa). Nevertheless, a decision was made not to increase the number of articles published, as our strategy has been to focus on raising the level of quality of papers accepted for publication, both from a methodological standpoint and taking into account the contribution they make to the fields of Community and Health Psychology.
Our acceptance rate -considering the total number of submitted manuscripts -currently stands on 10.3%.
When taking into account only the manuscripts that went through the peer review process, we can observe that whereas in 2016 more papers have been accepted (62%) in comparison to the number of rejected papers (38%) and in 2017 these rates were even (54% acceptance and 46% rejection), in 2018, for the first time, the number of rejections (62%) was greater than the number of accepted papers (38%). This is a clear indicator of this strategic focus on improving the quality of accepted papers.
The increase in the number of submissions and higher editorial quality has also translated in new additions to the editorial team, which we very much welcome and appreciate. Besides, we have developed a procedures manual, in order to assist Associate Editors and Editorial Assistants in their roles, with a view to standardize the journal procedures and quality criteria used to evaluate the submissions received. With this procedures manual we also seek to shorten the average time needed for the revision of submitted manuscripts.
With regards to the review process, the current standards of PCH include a minimum of two rounds of review for each paper, by at least two reviewers in a blind peer review process. All papers include abstracts in English and Portuguese and will be published immediately after the final editorial decision. We have also worked to rePsychology, Community & Health pch.psychopen.eu | 2182-438X duce the publication process time having set as standard a minimum expected time from submission to publication of 6 months and maximum of 12 months.
We believe that 2019 will also be a great year for PCH. Our goals will be to continue to improve the quality of the papers published and to broaden the readership of our journal. One important step we will work to is the indexation of PCH in SCOPUS/Elsevier. This will take effort and hard work -but we count on an excellent team of devoted Assistant Editors and Editorial Assistants, to whom we would like to thank deeply, to help us in this endeavour.
Lastly, we thank the great work done by the PsychOpen team in the editorial work done during the pre-publication process and overall management of the journal.
Happy 2019 to all!
